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Abstract

Property of history and hearsay in Life
—Han, Yong-Woon and his Era 1—

Go, Jae-Seok

In the history of Korean Literature, there is no one to be misunderstood like
Han, Yong-Woon, and who raises arguments persistently. Especially, from when
Koreans lost their national right to when he published 4 Canon of Buddhism, it
was still perplexed on the argument of what he'd worked during the period. A
study about this point is essential in order to look into how he coped with the
modernness, a unfamiliar historic experience, under the colonial pericd.

At first, he got blamed when he handed in a proposal to the Ministry of Viceroy
about taking a woman as a wife among buddhist monk. However, his claim
reflected the needs of the times that the ban of marriage for buddhist monks was
useless in terms of industry. economy. national resources and expanding influence
of Buddhism. Actually, at the moment of 1910, the population of Korea was
merely 12 million 93 hundred thousands, and there was a need on more labor
forces, high human resources. Secondly, it is a little different from the real situation
that he annihilated the treaty of Korean-Japanese Buddhism Alliance while he'd
evolved a movement of Lim Je Jong (a sect of Zen Buddhism) with Park.
Han-Young. They didn't have a right to reject the Ordinance on Temples announce
by the Ministry of Viceroy since the political freedom of them was deprived.
However, with this movement, it was a clue awakening the korean buddhists and
they concentrated on preaching and propagating later on. As a sort of his efforts
and a reform bill on popularizing Buddhism, he published Renewal of Cho-Sun
Buddhism and A Canon of Buddhism. Afterward he'd tried to reforrn the sect of
buddhists by organizing Buddhists Alliance with young buddhists, however it failed
by voting against the movement of the chief Buddhists from 30 head temples. On
the other hand, buddhists formed Assembly of Buddhism Advance in combinaticn
with the intellectual class in Dec. 30th, 1914.
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Han, Yong-Woon had never bended his knees in front of absolute power named
Ministry of Viceroy but also he'd never rejected the modernness which was quite
heterogeneous order to the people at that time. Since he knew that the concept of
existence and non-existence, governor and masses, light and darkness should be 'a
lack of existence' and 'a existence of lack' depending on each other. His concept of
active self-training based on a moderate view of the world aimed to build up
renewed ‘self (ego) through the continuous communicating relationship with the
outside getting out of being confined in specific order. During this period. it seems
that he might have chance to arrange the background unifying his multilateral life
as a Poet, Zen Buddhist and revolutionist. In spite of the factors described on the
above, as a one who is accustomed to judge the achievement of the people lived in
the colonial situation, we've never tried to examine the dialectic process of agony
and pleasure objectively that he'd carried out though whole his life. The arguments
about his achievement, during the period of five years, is concerned with this
attitude.
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